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5. Are the ancient biblical manuscripts accurate?  

 

   When all the evidence is considered, the ancient biblical manuscripts are overwhelmingly accurate and 

trustworthy. However, recently there have been numerous attacks on the reliability of the ancient 

Hebrew and Greek manuscripts. Satan’s plan is always to attack the trustworthiness of God’s word. But 

God has preserved his word for every generation. “He remembers his covenant forever, the word that 

he commanded, for a thousand generations.” (Psalm 105:8) “Forever, O LORD, your word is firmly fixed 

in the heavens. Your faithfulness endures to all generations.” (Psalm 119:89-90) “All flesh is like grass 

and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, but the word of the Lord 

remains forever. And this word is the good news that was preached to you.” (1 Peter 1:24-25) Every 

attack upon the trustworthiness of the ancient manuscripts has failed. This is because God has both 

inspired and preserved his word. Jesus said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not 

pass away.” (Matthew 24:35)   

 

   The central issue to grasp is how God has chosen to preserve his word. This is a historical question that 

can be studied for a lifetime. Yet, the simple answer is that God chose to preserve his word in 

manuscripts. Manuscripts are hand written copies that are copies ultimately of the originals themselves. 

The history of the manuscripts parallels the historical spread of Christianity. There are literally thousands 

of manuscripts – some just fragments, some in their entirety. There are a few dating as early as the first 

centaury and continue into the thousands until Gutenberg’s printing press in 1456.  

    

   Over the process of time, the originals were no longer available. We do not have them today. Thus, the 

difficulty lies in discerning which manuscripts contain the accurate reading when variations exist. 

Because manuscripts are hand copied, each manuscript is slightly different. Here we must keep from 

imposing our post-printing press, modern standards of computerized precision upon the entirety of the 

ancient world. Manuscripts do contain various copying difficulties and transmission errors. The originals 

did not, but the copies do. The vast majority of transmission errors result from various forms of spelling 

variations, word order change, or omission. Here is a typical example of four variant readings: (1) he 

went up; (2) he went; (3) eh went up; (4) he wen up. Which do you think reflects the original? Most 

variants can be resolved.  

 

    Some argue that unless they have a manuscript where they are 100% certain of each letter they will 

not trust it. The problem with this argumentation is that God has chosen to preserve and communicate 

his word in thousands of hand written manuscripts, rather than the original. Every manuscript on earth 

has some variants. The presence of variants need not diminish a manuscript’s trustworthiness. Yet, the 

variants do need to be understood. We must allow for real answers that are based on the historical 

evidence to guide our conclusions. 
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     What we have today in the manuscript evidence are accurate copies that have a derived inspiration 

as they most certainly preserve what God originally wrote. How can we be certain of this? Because 

when all the manuscripts are compared to one another, through painstaking work, it becomes clear that 

the vast amounts of variants are insignificant (they do not affect the reading of the text and can be 

resolved). Once the insignificant variants are removed, this riveting fact becomes clear: all manuscripts 

agree within 99% of each other (Revisiting the Corruption of the New Testament, Daniel Wallace; Kregel, 

2011. pp 40-43). The 1% that remains does not change or affect anything vital to the Christian faith. We 

can see for certain the manuscripts were not tampered with by comparing newer manuscripts with 

older manuscripts. This verifies they were not changed (other than normal transmission difficulties). We 

can also compare manuscripts from various parts of the world with manuscripts from other parts of the 

world and verify they are essentially the same. The rapid duplication and spread of God’s word in 

manuscripts around the Roman world in such a short period of time made it impossible for any single 

group or church to change what was originally written. The presence of unique variants among the 

manuscripts proves that the Bible was not corrupted by a conspiracy. Had this been the case, the 

manuscripts would reflect a unified attempt to change the manuscripts. There is no evidence for this. 

Various transmission difficulties and errors do not constitute a conspiracy. The fact that such a vast 

witness of manuscript evidence from all over the world would agree 99% of the time is solid evidence 

that they all flow from one source. That source was the original writings of Scripture themselves. The 

evidence supports this conclusion. Nothing from antiquity comes even close to matching this level of 

support and accuracy. The biblical manuscripts are completely trustworthy for communicating what God 

originally inspired. It is open for all to see and investigate. Surely, some will try and distort it, but God 

has preserved his word for every generation in the reliable witness of ancient manuscripts. 

  

Bible passages to read: Psalm 1 

 

Questions to ponder: 

1. Do you believe God has preserved his word for every generation? 

2. How accurate are the manuscripts for communicating God’s word today? 

3. Why can you trust the biblical manuscripts?  

4. How does the world use variants in the manuscripts to cause doubt? What is your answer for this?  

5. How does a post printing press world misunderstand the ancient world of hand copied manuscripts? 

 


